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The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (DNB) is an illustrated collection 
of more than 50,000 specially written biographies of the men and women who 
shaped all aspects of Britain’s past, from the 4th century BC to the year 2001.  
Excluding living people, these biographies cover all of the major figures of the 
history of the British Isles.  The online version contains the full text of all sixty 
print volumes from 2004 as well as the full text of the original Oxford DNB, 
published in 1921. It allows users to search the contents easily with a variety of 
search options. The online version is updated frequently with new biographies, 
revisions, and images.  
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*Cost reflects a five year subscription, requested by the Libraries in order to ensure continuous access to the 
database. A minimum of $4,000 will fund the database for a year. Please contact B.J. Johnston, Associate 
Dean of Collections and Departmental Libraries (bj.johnston@wustl.edu or 314-935-5468) for details. 
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