Papers of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), 1909-1972

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is the oldest
and largest civil rights organization in the U.S., founded in New York City in
19009. Its legislative victories include the 1954 Supreme Court decision in Brown
v. Board of Education and the shaping of the civil rights laws of the 1960s. In the
post civil rights era, the NAACP’s struggle for racial justice focuses on the
application and enforcement of laws barring racial discrimination.

Though this collection is an indispensable source for students and scholars in
African-American history, it is also a crucial resource for the study of 20t-
century America, race relations, protest movements, and women’s studies. The
NAACP papers would complement the Libraries’ other deep and rich research
collections in history, social justice, and American and African-American culture.
These collections include the Urban League of St. Louis Records, 1910-1968, the
ACLU of Eastern Missouri Records, 1953-1997, and the Henry Hampton
Collection, a unique and wide-ranging archive of materials relating to civil rights,
democracy, social justice, and the arts.
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